
Celebrating 125 years of
empowerment though literacy.

A Compendium of United for Literacy



Working together 
to bridge the literacy gap.

125 years of empowerment

To help us reach more people and raise awareness, we
invited members of our boards to reflect on the importance
of literacy and share personal testimonials about its impact
on their lives, their work, and their communities.

Here are some of the visuals we shared on social media as
part of this effort, but you can find all their testimonials and
others here:
https://www.unitedforliteracy.ca/Literacy/Inspirational-
Stories

https://www.unitedforliteracy.ca/Literacy/Inspirational-Stories
https://www.unitedforliteracy.ca/Literacy/Inspirational-Stories


As we celebrated 125 years of changing lives
through literacy we remained inspired by the
legacy of our founder Alfred Fitzpatrick's vision
that “every place is a learning place."

Every summer, thanks to the continued support
of TD Bank Group, we host our annual Reading
Tents across Canada. To commemorate our
125th anniversary, we partnered with the
Canadian Commission for UNESCO
(CCUNESCO) to host additional tents, where we
were joined by community partners, volunteers,
government officials, and others who came out
to read to children in the great outdoors.

You’re invited to look back on the people, places,
and events that made 2024 special. Perhaps
you’ll see some familiar faces!
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We started our celebration by sending out a special invitation for an
event in Pictou marking our 125th anniversary. The gathering honoured
our history; highlighted the impact of literacy in communities;
and created space to connect with supporters, partners, and friends,
past and present, who have helped shape our journey.
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Our 125th Anniversary Gathering in Pictou



Celebrating at the Birthplace of Alfred Fitzpatrick
Pictou, NS

125 years of empowerment

United for Literacy staff and board members engaged in Reading
Tent and shared founder Alfred Fitzpatrick's legacy of literacy. 

We were joined by guests including Pictou Academy Principal Starr
Pettipas, teachers, and students, historian Jim Morrison, staff from
the McCulloch Education Centre, Principal Guy Aucoin, author
Sheree Fitch, and Mayor Jim Ryan. Thank you to everyone who
joined us.



Kentville, NS

Parent

125 years of empowerment

“A beautiful breezy morning for sitting under the
Reading Tent at Oakdene Park. 
Thank you United for Literacy!” 
-



Thunder Bay, ON

Staff and volunteers
meet visitors (175 in
total!) at the 125
Anniversary Reading
Tent at the Live at the
Waterfront concert and
event on the shores of
Lake Superior.
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Guest Lise Vaugeois, M.P.P
(Thunder Bay-Superior North)
presenting United for Literacy
staff Jessica Kamckey and
Elizabeth Taylor with a
certificate of congratulations.
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Visitors enjoy an alphabet
scavenger hunt, a story walk,
and a nice place to sit down
and read while enjoying a
Freezie and live music.



A 125th Anniversary Reading Tent  held at Fisherman’s Cove in
Eastern Passage, Nova Scotia, on the shores of the Atlantic
Ocean! 
United for Literacy’s Regional Coordinator Trish Derby,
Community Coordinator Rana El-Zoheiry, and historian James
Morrison are joined by interns, volunteers, staff, and the Mayor
of Halifax, Mike Savage.

Fisherman’s Cove, NS
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Saskatoon, SK
Samosa Fest

125 years of empowerment

The final day of Reading Tents for summer 2024.

“Had a very hot, windy but lovely visit to see Rachel at the Samosa Fest
in Saskatoon. 34 degrees so it was a scorcher but smiles all round!” 

Laura Keegan, former regional director, Western Canada



Edmonton, AB

Around 80 young festival-goers listen to dynamic stories, reflect on
their favourite parts, and try to solve problems through creative

inventions.

Community Coordinator
Alysse Billings met with
MP Ziad Aboultaif and

Councillor Karen Principe.
We are so grateful to be

acknowledged by the city
of Edmonton on our 125th

Anniversary!

Heritage Fest
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Grande Prairie, AB

Partner groups, families, staff, and volunteers enjoy free literacy
activities and books at the 125  Anniversary Reading Tent. Over

300 children participated! 
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Senator Thomas-
Bernard read The
Time Keepers by
Keisha Cuffie to

the young people
in attendance.

United for Literacy’s Trish Derby, Chantele Robinson, Kathleen
Provost, and Alondrea Johnson join Senator Wanda Thomas-

Bernard celebrate Emancipation Day at a Reading Tent.

East Preston, NS
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Lethbridge, AB
Literacy Camp

125 years of empowerment

The children were deeply engaged
as they completed daily
opportunities to express themselves
through art and creative crafts. 

They looked forward to the variety of
crafts and activities that camp
provided.

“A family from Alaska stopped
at our Reading Tent. The
parents were excited to learn
about United for Literacy, and
the children were thrilled to
choose free books and receive
a 125th Anniversary bookmark
and pin. Their smiles were a
joy to see.”

United for Literacy volunteer



Winnipeg, MB

Having fun and reading books at the Kids Fringe Festival Reading Tent. 
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Fringe Fest



Quebec City, QC

Reading Tent at the neighbourhood
festival at La Rassembleuse!
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CELEBRATING THOSE WHO CELEBRATED WITH US

As we marked 125 years of empowering Canadians through
literacy, we were honoured to receive support from incredible
individuals and organizations across the country. Whether through
partnerships, participation, or words of encouragement, their
contributions helped make this milestone year truly special.

Thank you for standing with us in building a more literate, inclusive,
and hopeful future.



"I truly believe that literacy is the key to success in our
modern world. It's not just about reading and writing; it's
about empowering individuals to fully engage in society,
make well-informed decisions, and pursue their
aspirations.
 
I decided to join the United for Literacy Foundation
because I wholeheartedly support their mission. As we
commemorate 125 years of impactful work, I envision a
future where every Canadian has the skills they need to
thrive. Together, let's continue to work towards building a
more literate and prosperous nation for generations to
come."

125 years of empowerment

Yassir Berbiche, 
Head of Treasury, Desjardins Group,
past United for Literacy board member

United for Literacy
President Mélanie Valcin
with board member
Yassir Berbiche, Head of
Treasury, 
Desjardins Group.



We had the privilege of joining The Honourable Edith Dumont,
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, to launch the 2024 Summer
Literacy Camps in partnership with Indigenous communities. 

With the support of camp counsellors, Elders, parents, and
community members, hundreds of campers expanded their
vocabularies and deepened their love of reading through
storytelling, group reading, arts and crafts, writing, and field
trips. The camps also helped strengthen community bonds
and encouraged a shared culture of literacy and learning that
benefited the whole community.

Running for three or six weeks and offered at no cost to
families, the camps aimed to support student success by
promoting a love of reading and reducing summer learning
loss — a common challenge when children don’t use their
literacy and numeracy skills during school holidays.

125 years of empowerment

The Honourable Edith Dumont, 
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario

United for Literacy
President Mélanie Valcin
with  The Honourable
Edith Dumont,
Lieutenant Governor of
Ontario.



Literacy plays a critical role in building strong, resilient
communities. Honing literacy skills gives individuals the power to

be independent, improve their work situation and overall life
conditions. Literacy empowers individuals to participate in civic

society. 

Most of us take literacy skills for granted, yet many across
Canadian communities struggle with basic skills such as

reading and writing.

 In a country like Canada, everyone should have the opportunity
to learn these life skills, from reading and writing to financial

literacy. Empowering individuals through literacy is empowering
communities and contributing to building a society that is more

equitable and just for everyone.

125 years of empowerment



By supporting literacy, we're investing in a stronger, more
equitable Canada where every individual can thrive. However,
still today, more than one million children in Canada are not
reading at grade level. And almost 1 in 5 adults have literacy
skills too low to independently complete daily tasks.

As we commemorate United for Literacy's 125th anniversary,
my hope for the future of literacy in Canada is one of
optimism and determination. I envision a Canada where
literacy is not a barrier but a bridge to opportunity for all. I
aspire to see a nation where every child has access to the
literacy supports they need to succeed, where every adult has
the tools to navigate an increasingly complex world, and
where communities flourish because of their collective
commitment to literacy. Together, let's continue to champion
literacy as a fundamental right and work collaboratively to
build a brighter, more inclusive future for all Canadians.”

“Supporting literacy initiatives and
organizations like United for
Literacy is paramount for Canada's
present and future prosperity.
Literacy isn't just about reading and
writing; it's about empowerment,
opportunity, and inclusion. It's the
cornerstone of success in our
rapidly evolving, knowledge-driven
society. 

125 years of empowerment

The Honourable Ratna Omidvar, 
Senator for Ontario,
past United for Literacy Board Member 



By providing individuals with the ability to read and write
for the past 125 years, United for Literacy has been
empowering people with knowledge and has also offered
them a path to a brighter future which has contributed to
creating safer and more caring communities across the
country."

"Throughout my career in law
enforcement, 
I witnessed firsthand the
powerful link between literacy
and criminal justice. 

It is undeniable that literacy
plays a vital role in reducing
recidivism rates and breaking
the cycle of crime. 

125 years of empowerment

John Domm,
Justice of the Peace,
past United for Literacy board member



Laura Kathler
Executive Director - National Alliance
for Children and Youth

We are joining United for Literacy in celebrating 125 years
of empowerment through literacy!
 
NACY is honoured to have United for Literacy as an active
and engaged member of the National Alliance for Children
and Youth, a network of children and youth serving and
supporting organizations from across Canada committed to
empowering the sector and creating a Canada in which all
young people can thrive.
 
For NACY, literacy doesn't just open doors; it empowers
young people to be active participants in shaping their
futures. It provides them with the skills and confidence they
need to persevere and to dream big and has the potential
to inspire generations yet to come.
By supporting literacy and numeracy programs for young
people across the country, we are giving wings to the next
generation. 
 
Join us and United for Literacy in celebrating the power of
literacy to build bright futures for youth everywhere!
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In May 2024, Nova Scotia Senator Wanda Thomas Bernard,
a long-standing supporter of United for Literacy, delivered
a celebratory statement in the Senate to commemorate
our 125th Anniversary, which you can watch on the Senate's
website.

https://bit.ly/Senator-Thomas-Bernard

125 years of empowerment

Senator Wanda Thomas Bernard,
Nova Scotia

https://bit.ly/Senator-Thomas-Bernard
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TODAY, 
I READ WITH:

READING TENT
All Welcome

AUJOURD’HUI, 
JE LIS AVEC :

TENTE DE LECTURE
Bienvenue a tout le monde

Stickers that we distributed.

125 anniversary materials
To mark our 125th anniversary, we created a range of promotional
materials to help celebrate this milestone and raise awareness
about our ongoing commitment to literacy. From digital graphics
and social media content to print materials and storytelling assets,
these resources were designed to highlight the impact of our work
and engage communities across the country in honouring 125 years
of advancing literacy in Canada.

Seed bookmarks created for the occasion.

125 years of empowerment

Enamel Pins



Roll-up banners.

125 years of empowerment



125 years of empowerment

As part of our anniversary celebrations, we
designed a customizable flyer that regional teams

could adapt and share with their local
communities.



Books published about Frontier College

The Right to Read
Social Justice, Literacy, and the Creation of Frontier College
/ The Alfred Fitzpatrick Story
by James H. Morrison

Camps and Classrooms
A Pictorial History of Frontier College
by James H. Morrsion

Frontier College Letters
One Hundred Years of Teaching, Learning, and Nation
Building
Compiled by Larry Krotz with Erica Martin and Philip
Fernandez

Videos

Literacy changes everything.
released April 3, 2023

Our new name is United for Literacy. 
released November 9, 2022

Barriers to literacy are not easy to see.
released May 1, 2020

Heritage Minute by Historica Canada
released April 8, 2016
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Here are some of the links we shared with media
outlets interested in learning more about our

organization and its work.

https://nimbus.ca/store/the-right-to-read.html#:~:text=The%20Right%20to%20Read%20%2D%20Nimbus%20Publishing%20and%20Vagrant%20Press
https://nimbus.ca/store/the-right-to-read.html#:~:text=The%20Right%20to%20Read%20%2D%20Nimbus%20Publishing%20and%20Vagrant%20Press
https://nimbus.ca/store/the-right-to-read.html#:~:text=The%20Right%20to%20Read%20%2D%20Nimbus%20Publishing%20and%20Vagrant%20Press
https://unitedforliteracybooks.ca/products/fiction-non-fiction/frontier-college-history/0921031068-camps--classrooms-fc106
https://unitedforliteracybooks.ca/products/fiction-non-fiction/frontier-college-history/0921031068-camps--classrooms-fc106
https://unitedforliteracybooks.ca/products/fiction-non-fiction/frontier-college-history/0921031289-frontier-college-letters-fc128
https://unitedforliteracybooks.ca/products/fiction-non-fiction/frontier-college-history/0921031289-frontier-college-letters-fc128
https://unitedforliteracybooks.ca/products/fiction-non-fiction/frontier-college-history/0921031289-frontier-college-letters-fc128
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUyATJ5zxKI&ab_channel=UnitedforLiteracy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzdP01fFl3Q&t=19s&ab_channel=UnitedforLiteracy
https://www.historicacanada.ca/productions/minutes/frontier-college


To be continued...

As we celebrated 125 years of empowering communities through
literacy, we were reminded that this journey is made possible by
every learner, volunteer, partner, and supporter who believes in the
power of words to change lives. 

In 2024 alone, we supported 39,531 children, youth, and adults
nationwide by partnering with 489 community organizations to
deliver quality literacy programs right in their neighbourhoods. Our
partners generously provided space, staff time, snacks, and
supplies to make these programs accessible.

Thanks to the dedication of 1,365 volunteers who contributed
31,882 hours of service, people were able to access free, inclusive
literacy and numeracy programs, both in person and online.

Together, we built a legacy of hope, opportunity, and growth, and
the best is yet to come.

Thank you for being part of this story. Let’s continue to write the
future of literacy, together.

To see where we’re headed next, explore our 2025–2029 Strategic
Plan, our bold vision for building stronger literacy skills across
Canada.

https://www.unitedforliteracy.ca/About/Strategic-Plan
https://www.unitedforliteracy.ca/About/Strategic-Plan

